




accomplish the goals we have set. We will establish a Pastoral Vision Steering Committee that 
will advise me and the Diocesan staff about how best to fulfill the goals we have set, assess our 
progress and report to the clergy and people how our vision is being realized in southern Illinois. 

How can our people help in this important work? Let me offer three words: pray, volunteer and 
invite. First, pray for our diocese and all the people who are part of our community. Pray that the 
Holy Spirit give us the gifts we need for the renewal of the Catholic faith in our 28 counties. 
Second, volunteer to assist with the implementation of our pastoral vision. For instance, if your 
parish or partnership is identified as a site for a new Bible study this fall, consider this as my 
request to step forward and help organize and facilitate the study. Good things don't just happen 
in parishes; it takes people to make them happen. Third, invite people you know to participate in 
Servants on Christ's Mission. A letter of invitation from the Bishop asking for involvement is 
good, but a personal invitation from a family member or a fellow parishioner will likely have the 
best results. Pray, volunteer and invite. 

For regular communication about Servants on Christ's Mission, we will utilize our Diocese of 
Belleville website (www.diobelle.org); Facebook page; and The Messenger, our diocesan 
newspaper. A quarterly communication from our Steering Committee will help keep everyone 
informed of our progress. I also hope to create opportunities for people to gather together in 
person for prayer and ongoing conversation about our Pastoral Vision. 

A word of thanks to all who participated and submitted ideas and suggestions. Thanks to all who 
helped review the submissions and organize the priorities. My thanks to Monsignor Thomas 
Flach; Mary Fleming; Maria Gimenez; Judy Hoffmann; Fr. Godfrey Mullen, OSB; and Fr.  
William Spencer, OFM. 

Finally, keep in mind that three years can pass by quickly. There are lots of good things 
happening in our diocese already; yet it will be important for us to keep the Pastoral Vision in 
front of us so that our Catholic community becomes stronger and helps people grow in our love 
for the Lord Jesus and our Catholic faith. 

May God who has begun this good work in us bring it to fulfillment. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

+)'\,..L-(� 
Most Reverend Michael McGovern 
Bishop of Belleville 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION/DISCUSSION 

- When I review Servants on Christ's Mission, what priorities or goals would best use my gifts?
- Can I identify personal goals that will help me grow in a relationship with Jesus beginning now?
- What do I hope will happen in the Diocese of Belleville as we implement Servants on Christ's Mission?
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